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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


July,  1991  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  person  has  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  October 
1,  1991  his  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2364-MT  Donal  F.  Mahoney,  P.  0.  Box  5839,  St.  Louis,  MO  63134-0839 
(Irish  Coins  Since  1000  A.D.,  World  Crowns) 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donati on 


Preference  of  Use 


BAKER,  George  P. 
H0RVITZ,  Peter  S. 
HUMPHRIS,  John 
KRANEVELD,  Peter 


$10.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
3 coins  (NVS) 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor. 


* * * * * 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donation  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 

BB94.  JohA: 1990:CM 
JOHNSTON,  ANN 

The  Coinage  of  Metapontum.  Part  3. 

Pub.  1990,  102pp,  w/plates. 

T.  J.  Orlik 


PBBO.BowF: 1972:TT0 
BOWMAN,  FRED 

Trade  Tokens  of  Ontario. 
Pub.  1972,  55pp,  illus. 
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Robert  M.  Plemmons 


BA65 .AkeJ :R969:NINPN 
AKERMAN,  JOHN  YONGE 

Numismatic  illustrations  of  the  narrative  portions  of  the 
New  Testament. 

1969  reprint  of  1846  work,  62pp,  ill  us. 

JB45.KenJ: 1978:BCM 
KENT,  JOHN 

2000  years  of  British  coins  and  medals. 

Pub.  1978,  78pp,  illus. 

BA40 . MDoG : R969 : CTOD 
MACDONALD,  GEORGE 

Coin  types  and  their  origin  and  development  (700  BC  to  1604  AD) 

1969  reprint  of  1905  work,  279pp,  w/plates. 

KA60.WhRB:R914:ICG 
WHITEHEAD,  RICHARD  B. 

Catalogue  of  coins  in  the  Panjab  Museum  s Lahore. 

Vol.  1.  Indo-Greek. 

1969  reprint  of  1914  work,  217pp,  w/plates. 

BB97.WhRB: 1970: I GN 
WHITEHEAD,  RICHARD  B. 

Indo-Greek  Numismatics. 

Pub.  1970,  144pp,  illus. 

NI  Library  Purchases 

JH83.DivJ : 1987 :MS17J 

DIVO,  JEAN-PAUL/TOBLER,  EDWIN 

Die  munzen  der  Schweiz  im  17  jahrhundert. 

Pub.  1987,  501pp , illus. 

JH85.DivJ : 1974:MS18J 

DIVO,  JEAN-PAUL/TOBLER,  EDWIN 

Die  munzen  der  Schweiz  im  18  jahrhundert. 

Pub.  1974,  437pp,  illus. 

JH87 . Di vJ:1969:MS20J 

DIVO,  JEAN-PAUL/TOBLER,  EDWIN 

Die  munzen  der  Schweiz  im  19  and  20  jahrhundert. 

Pub.  1969,  214pp , illus. 

PF30.GadV: 1990:MNF 
GADOURY,  VICTOR/ELIE , ROLAND 

Monnaies  de  necessite  Francaises  1789-1990. 

Pub.  1990,  687pp , illus. 

Unknown  Source 


JM97 . FedG: 1989 : CNNP 

FED0R0V-DAVYD0V.  GERMAN  A. 

Coins  of  the  Nizhny  Novgorod  principality.  (Russian  text) 

A scholarly  work,  chiefly  14th  century.  Pub.  1989,  254pp,  illus. 
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II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Gilbert 
Richardson  and  Jerry  King  for  their  monetary  gifts  to  the  Library,  and 
T.  J.  Orlik  for  additional  numismatic  material. 

III.  Corrections.  In  the  March  report  the  last  title  on  page  51  should 
read  CASH  COIN  CONNECTIONS,  not  "collection".  In  the  April  report  the 
item  listed  under  "Mi seel lanous  Sources"  should  be  credited  to  Robert 

M.  Plemmons  as  donating  the  book. 

IV.  The  Library  must  apologize  for  some  sloppy  bookkeeping.  I don't 
know  who  donated  the  "Unknown  Source"  above,  and  in  three  cases  this 
past  month  we  have  mislaid  or  overlooked  book  requests.  Again,  if  you 
don't  hear  from  me  in  three  weeks  would  you  please  send  a card  as  a 
reminder?  I'd  like  to  make  the  time  lag  shorter,  but  shipment  by 
library  rate  is  not  all  that  fast,  and  besides  that  I need  something 
to  feel  guilty  about. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 
COMMEMORATIVE  VISIT  TO  UTRECHT 


When  William  II  of  the  Netherlands  visited  the  City  of  Utrecht  in  1841, 
a Zh  Gulden  coin  was  struck  to  commemorate  that  visit.  The  obverse 
carries  the  bust  of  the  King,  while  the  reverse  has  an  inscription 
within  a wreath. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 
CURRENCY  REFORM  IN  DENMARK 


On  1 July  1989  Denmark  demonetized  its  5 and  10  0re  pieces  as  being  of 
too  small  value.  On  3 July  1989  new  coins  of  50  0re  and  10  Kroner  were 
introduced.  According  to  plan  these  will  be  followed  in  1990  by  a 5 
Kroner  and  20  Kroner  pieces,  in  1991  by  a 25  0re  piece,  and  in  1993  by 
a new  Krone.  The  25  and  50  0re  are  bronze,  the  holed  Krone  and  5 Kroner 
will  be  silver  colored  copper-nickel  and  the  10  and  20  Kroner  are  to  be 
gold  colored  bronze  coins  with  the  Queen's  portrait. 

(Submitted  by  Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot) 
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THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  THINGS  HOPED  FOR: 

A BROTHER  ANDREW  (FRERE  ANDRE)  MEDAL 

RAYMOND  J.  HEBERT,  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


Among  the  more  interesting  medals  in  the  specialized  collections  of  the  National 
Numismatic  Collections  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  a tiny  base  silver  "box"  devo- 
tional medal  which  may  be  of  interest  to  collectors  in  this  arcane  area. 


The  piece  is  16mm.  in  diameter,  weighs  3.577  grams,  and  is  looped  for  suspension. 
The  obverse  depicts  a facing  1/4  length  male  figure  wearing  a "soutane"  (cassock), 
and  over  his  right  shoulder  the  engraver's  monogram-HJB 
The  reverse  depicts  an  oratory  or  wooden  chapel  amid  trees,  and  in  the  left  fore-field, 
a statue  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  marginal  French  legend  reads  "ORATOIRE  St  JOSEPH 
DU  MONT  ROYAL,"  i.e.,  "Oratory  of  Saint  Jospeh  of  Mont  Royal."  The  same 
engraver's  monogram  is  beneath  the  base  of  the  statue,  while  the  place  of  manufacture 
— FRANCE-is  in  the  lower  right  margin. 
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What  makes  this  piece  of  interest  is  that  it  opens  up  into  a box  in  which  is  a swatch  of 
fabric  ( 1)  and  apiece  of  paper  with  the  typed  words  "FR.  ANDRE."  Engraved  on  the  back 
of  the  obverse  in  an  ornate  hand  is  the  French  legend  "LE  FRERE  ANDRE/  C.S.C.  (2)/ 
L'APOTRE  DE/  St.  JOSEPH,"  i.e.,  "Brother  Andrew/  Congregation  of  the  Holy  Cross/ 
Apostle  of  Saint  Joseph." 

The  unidentified  facing  bust  is,  of  course,  the  Venerable  (3)  Alfred  Besette  (Brother 
Andrew),  1845-1937,  founder  of  the  Canadian  shrine  of  the  Oratory  of  Saint  Joseph. 

The  small  wooden  chapel  on  the  reverse,  St.  Jospeh's  Oratory,  is  a Roman  Catholic 
shrine  described  by  some  as  on  par  with  Lourdes  in  France  or  Fatima  in  Portugal.  It  is 
located  on  the  Northwest  slope  of  Mont  Royal  in  Westmount,  Montreal,  Province 
Quebec,  Canada.  Construction  on  it  was  begun  by  brother  Andrew  in  1904.  By  1916,  a 
small  church  had  been  built. 

This  remarkable,  unassuming  French-Canadian  Brother  was  credited  with  a number 
of  healing  miracles  and  the  chapel  he  built  became  a pilgrimage  site,  the  only  one  in  the 
world  devoted  to  St.  Joseph,  the  patron  saint  of  healing. 

Brother  Andrew  would  invoke  St.  Joseph  on  behalf  of  the  supplicants  and  obtained 
hundreds  of  cures.  His  fame  as  a healer  spread  and  he  performed  his  benevolent  work  until 
his  death  on  January  6,  1937,  aged  92.(4) 

Inspired  by  these  miracles  and  his  simple  devout  life,  believers  began  sending  in 
offerings  for  a shrine.  Brother  Andrew  had  long  dreamed  of  building  a magnificient 
shrine  to  his  patron  saint.  His  dream— "the  substance  of  things  hoped  for"— became  a 
reality  only  after  his  death. 

The  construction  of  today's  enormous  basilica  next  to  the  chapel  began  in  1924  and 
was  finished  in  1966.  The  dome  is  among  the  world's  largest,  but  some  feel  that  the 
interior  is  of  little  aesthetic  interest-it  has  been  likened  to  a blimp  hangar.  For  visitors, 
there  is  a small  museum  dedicated  to  Besette's  life  and  various  other  displays,  including 
thousands  of  crutches  discarded  by  the  healed  faithful. 

You  do  not  have  to  be  a Roman  Catholic,  a believer,  or  a pilgrim  to  appreciate  the 
impressive  shrine.  No  matter  when  you  go  there  you  will  see  pilgrims,  especially  the  ill 
and  infirm,  coming  to  seek  intercession  from  Saint  Joseph  and  his  follower,  the 
Venerable  Alfred  Besette,  secure  in  their  belief  that  "the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen"  will  provide  them  with  a cure. 


Notes: 


1.  Technically  this  swatch  of  cloth  is  not  a relic  although  it  has  been  in  contact  with 
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Brother  Andrew's  body.  The  1985  Catholic  Almanac  (Huntington,  Indiana,  1985),  p. 
327,  tells  us  that  relics  are  "the  physical  remains  and  effects  of  saints,  which  are 
considered  worthy  of  veneration  inasmuch  as  they  are  representative  of  persons  in  glory 
with  God.  First  class  relics  are  parts  of  the  bodies  of  saints,  and  instruments  of  their 
penance  and  death;  second  class  relics  are  objects  which  had  some  contact  with  their 
persons.  Catholic  doctrine  proscribes  the  view  that  relics  are  not  worthy  of  veneration." 

2.  The  Congregation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  (C)ongregatio  a (S)ancta  (C)ruce,  from  the 
suburbs  of  Le  Mans,  called  Sainte-Croix,  was  founded  March  1 , 1 837,  at  Le  Mans,  Sarthe, 
France,  by  the  Rev.  Basil  Moreau.  A Canadian  House  was  established  in  1 847,  two  years 
after  Besette's  birth,  and  a U.S.  House  was  established  in  1842.  The  Generalate  is  in 
Rome,  Italy.  The  purpose  of  the  Congregation  is  educational,  social  work,  and  missions. 
The  Brothers  were  formerly  known  as  Josephites.  E.L.  Heston,  "Holy  Cross,  Congrega- 
tion of,"  New  Catholic  Encyclopedia  Vol.  Ill  (1967),  pp.  62-4. 

3.  The  title  Venerable  is  the  lowest  of  the  three  degrees  of  sanctity  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  It  is  followed  by  BlZssed,  and  then  Saint. 

4.  The  interested  reader  will  fmd  a popular  picture  biography  of  this  remarkable  man  in 
"To  the  Glory  of  Saint  Joseph,"  Newsweek  27:86,  January  21,  1946. 

********************************************************************** 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"The  Greeks  devised  a number  of  systems,  some  similar  to  one  another, 
some  different,  for  calculating  the  weights  of  multiples  and  fractions 
of  their  basic  coin.  There  was  first  the  Aeginetan  system  with  a sil- 
ver 1 stater"  of  two  drachmae  which  weighed  between  12.21  and  13.41  gm.: 
the  drachma  was  divided  into  six  obols,  and  70  or  73  drachmae  made  up 
a mina  (fn.29).  This  was  the  system  used  at  Athens  before  Solon  (fn. 
30).  Secondly,  there  was  the  Euboic  system, which  Athens  used  after 
Solon.  This  had  a stater  weighing  from  8.25  to  8.74  gm.,  and  the  mina 
consisted  of  100  drachmae.  Thirdly,  there  was  the  Corinthian  system: 
this  differed  from  the  Euboic  in  that  the  mina  consisted  of  150  drach- 
mae, and  the  stater  weighed  three  drachmae  instead  of  two." 

fn.  29  - "A  weights  and  measures  table  which  prescribed  73  drachmae 
to  the  mina  is  hardly  conceivable.  The  figure  is  probably 
due  to  a manuscript  corruption  in  Plutarch,  Solon , 15." 

fn.  30  - "Many  scholars  now,  however,  believe  that  there  was  no  Athenian 
coinage  before  Solon,  and  that  what  Athens  did  was  first  (under 
Solon)  to  join  the  Euboic  metric  system,  and  then  (later)  to 
coin  on  this  system." 


Taken  from  p.  138,  History  of  Man- 
kind Volume  2 The  Ancient  World, 
by  Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Luciano  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 
& Row,  Publishers  1965). 


(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 
160 


ON  THE  FOURTEEN  DEITIES 


ON  A COIN  OF  TRIPURA 

Jai  Prakash  Singh3  Shillong 3 India 


The  reverse  of  a silver  rupee  of  the  Tripura  King  Ratnamanikya  bears  a 
symbolic  representation  of  the  fourteen  deities.!  It  is  described  as 
follows : 


Metal:  Silver.  Weight:  10.5  grammes.  Shape:  Round 

Size:  27.40  mm.  Date:  Saka  1386  (=  A.D.  1464). 

Obverse:  Within  an  octagon  made  of  parallel  double  lines  legend 

in  Assamese-Bengali  script  in  three  lines: 

SrT-SrT  Yuta- 
ratnamani - 
Kya  devah. 

Reverse:  The  reverse  is  divided  into  two  halves  - upper  and 

lower  - by  means  of  a horizontal  lines.  The  upper 
half  contains  fourteen  vertical  lines.  Over  some  of 
these  passes  a concave  curve  like  a crescent  repre- 
senting a garland  of  flowers.  The  garland  should 
have  passed  through  all  the  vertical  lines  but  as 
those  on  extreme  left  and  right  are  too  small  they 
were  not  provided  with  it  perhaps  for  technical 
reasons . 

The  lower  half  also  has  a three  line  legend  in  Assamese- 
Bengali  script,  explaining  the  verticle  lines  of  fig- 
ures in  the  upper  half,  and  bearing  the  date  of  its 
issue.  It  is  as  follows: 

SrT-SrT  Chaturdasa  de- 
va  Charana  para- 
Sake  1386. 


It  appears  thus,  that  the  fourteen  vertical  lines  of  the  upper  half 
are  referred  to  as  Chaturdasa  deva  (or  Fourteen  Deities)  in  the  lower 
half,  whose  feet  were  worshipped  by  King  Ratnamanikya,  the  king  of 
Tripura.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  deities  referred  to  as 
Chaturdasa  deva  on  the  coin  legend  had  a form  that  was  represented  by 
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vertical  lines  in  the  latter  part  of  the  15th  century.  This  vertical 
linear  representation  of  the  deities  may  or  may  not  indicate  their 
normal  human  form. 

The  Fourteen  Deities  are  still  worshipped  in  Tripura.  Now  they  are 
worshipped  in  the  form  of  horned  heads.  In  all  there  are  fourteen 
heads,  one  of  these  is  of  silver  and  the  rest  are  of  brass.  The  fact 
that  these  deities  are  now  worshipped  in  the  form  of  human  heads  made 
of  metal  shows  that  at  one  time  they  may  have  been  worshipped  in  the 
form  of  stone  heads.  These  may  have  been  replaced  by  heads  of  metal 
at  some  later  stage.  The  coll osal  heads  of  Unakoti  and  Devt5mur52 
(Devata  god,  Mura  = head)8  are  perhaps  the  earliest  stone  represen- 
tations of  these  deities.  They  cannot  be  dated  with  certainty.  The 
Hinduisation  of  these  tribal  deities  seems  to  have  started  by  the 
reign  of  Ratnamanikya  as  the  common  name  Chatuvdasa  deva  found  on  this 
coin  for  these  deities  indicates.  Most  of  these  heads  may  tentatively 
be  dated  to  a period  earlier  than  that  of  this  king.  The  colossal 
Siva  head,  which  is  almost  rectangular,  with  a third  eye  in  the  middle 
of  the  head,  may  belong  to  a later  period  representing  the  Hinduis- 
ation of  these  tribal  deities.  This  Siva  head  is  the  only  one  that 
shows  some  "awareness  of  medelling'^which  is  another  and  perhaps  a 
more  plausible  indication  of  its  late  date  as  compared  to  the  other 
heads. 


There  is  a legend  that  explains  the  origin  and  worship  of  these  deities 
in  the  form  of  heads. 5 Dakshina,  a traditional  king  of  Tripura,  de- 
feated in  war  escaped  from  the  battlefield,  taking  with  him  the  four- 
teen heads  of  the  killed  deities.  The  story  was  perhaps  later  formu- 
lated to  explain  the  worship  of  the  deities  in  the  form  of  heads.  It 
may  also  be  taken  to  suggest  that  they  may  have  been  war  heroes  who 
were  later  deified. 


In  the  worship  of  these  deities  even  today  a bamboo  pole  is  planted 
behind  each  head.  The  length  of  these  bamboos  varies  from  one  and 
a half  to  three  cubits  in  length. 6 The  practice  of  sticking  a 
bamboo  in  the  ground  was  noticed  by  E.  T.  Dalton  also  in  the  preced- 
ing century.  His  statement  that  "a  trace  of  their  old  faith  is  to  be 
found  in  their  present  practice  of  sticking  a bamboo  in  the  ground 
during  one  of  their  religious  festivals  and  worshipping  it"'7  confirms 
the  straight  symbolic  form  of  the  deities  in  earlier  times.  The 
representation  of  the  deities  as  vertical  lines  on  the  coin  thus  may 
be  taken  as  the  oldest  known  form  of  the  deities  perhaps  represent- 
ing bamboo  poles  of  different  sizes  in  the  fifteenth  century.  It  is 
possible  that  the  form  of  the  deities  suggested  by  these  poles  and 
lines  in  actuality  represents  the  headless  form  of  their  body.  Hence, 
the  head  and  the  body  are  joined  together  in  the  worship. 


That  the  aforesaid  representation  of  the  deities  by  means  of  bamboo 
poles  or  vertical  lines  suggests  their  symbolic  human  form  is  borne 
out  by  a legend.  The  legend  shows  that  once  the  fourteen  deities 
climbed  up  a tree  being  afraid  of  a wild  buffalo  standing  under  the 
tree.  Later,  a queen  happened  to  pass  by  that  side.  Taking  pity  on 
the  deities  she  threw  her  risd  (breast  cloth)  over  the  buffalo  and 
tamed  it.  The  deities  being  relieved  of  their  fear  came  down  and 
blessed  her.8  The  legend  explaining  the  origin  of  their  worship  as 
head,  also  implies  their  human  form.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  the 
deities  were  viewed  as  human  in  form,  but  as  the  people  worshipping 
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them  could  not  fashion  images  of  the  deities  in  human  likeness  they 
worshipped  them  symbolically  in  the  form  of  bamboo  poles.  Later, 
however,  another  form  of  worship  developed  and  the  deities  also  came 
to  be  viewed  as  heads. 

Tripura  at  one  time  must  have  been  a predominantly  tribal  area. 

Even  though  there  is  ample  evidence  suggesting  the  infiltration  of 
Hindus  from  Bengal  in  Tripura,  at  least  from  the  sixth  century  A.D. 

At  times  parts  of  Tripura  were  also  included  in  the  kingdoms  of 
neighbouring  Bengal.  However,  the  tribal  areas  were  mostly  untouched. 
Later,  it  seems  that  the  tribal  monarchy  of  the  Tipras,  one  of  the 
tribes,  sometime  in  the  late  fourteenth  or  early  fifteenth  century 
became  more  powerful,  extended  its  authority  and  came  under  Brahmani- 
cal  influence.  The  Hinduisation  of  the  Tipras  thus  starts  under  the 
patronagegOf  the  kings  of  the  tribe.  The  grants  of  land  made  to 
Brahmanasy  and  the  expression  of  faith  in  some  Brahmanical  gods  by 
King  Ratnamani kyalO  support  this  view.  The  naming  of  the  tribal 
deities  as  Chaturdasa  aeva  on  the  coin  under  discussion  is  a part  of 
the  same  process.  The  earliest  known  temple  of  Tripura  built  for  ^ 
Gopinath  in  A.D.  1650  was  provided  for  the  fourteen  tribal  deities.1 2 3 
It  is  possible  that  the  temple  was  provided  to  them  due  to  some 
trouble  between  the  two  rival  religious  groups.  Later  the  champions 
of  the  Hindu  faith  started  identifying  these  tribal  deities  with 
their  own  gods  and  goddesses.  This  is  evident  from  a passage  of  the 
Rajamald,  a late  chronicle  of  Tripura.  In  this  work  Hindu  deities  - 
Siva,  Uma,  Hari , Ma  (Lakshmi?),  VanT  (SarasvatT),  Kumara,  Ganesa, 
Brahma,  PrithvT,  Ganga,  Abdi  (Sea),  Agni , Kama  and  Himalaya  are 
mentioned  as  Chaturdasa  deva . ™ The  Rajamdld  also  says  that  they 

should  be  worshipped  after  the  worship  of  Sun  is  over.  It  also  says 
that  the  worship  of  the  fourteen  deities  should  be  followed  by  that 
of  the  moon. 13  Elsewhere  we  have  shown  that  the  aforesaid  Brahman- 
ical deities  cannot  be  identified  with  the  fourteen  tribal  deities  of 
the  Tipras. 1^  Their  worship,  however,  may  have  actually  been  preceded 
and  followed  by  that  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  respectively,  these  latter  are 
recognised  as  deities  by  several  tribes  of  North  Eastern  India  and  are 
worshipped  in  different  ways. 

The  tribal  deities  of  the  Tipras  are  Matai  Katar,  Lam,  Pra,  Sangrama, 
the  Himalaya,  Tui-ma,  Mailu-ma,  Khulu-ma,  Burha-cha  and  his  sons 
Bani-rao  and  Thani-rao,  the  seven  Budirak  sisters  and  the  two  brothers 
Goraiya  and  Kalaiya.  It  seems  that  this  list  includes  some  less  im- 
portant deities  as  well.  Besides,  the  great  God  and  Goddess,  the 
rest  are  gods  and  goddesses  of  earth,  water,  forest,  disease  and  death. 
Originally  some  of  these  must  have  been  malevolent  and  benevolent 
spirits  that  were  gradually  raised  to  divine  statues  possibly  through 
centuries  of  contact  with  Hinduism.  There  is  no  doubt,  however, 
that  they  could  maintain  the  tribal  nature  of  these  deities  and  the 
modes  of  their  worship^  to  an  extent  till  today. 
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★******★★******★***★*********★*★****★***★***************★*■*'**■*'★*★■*■*★*★ 
MQRBUDUCCI 1 S TWO  SHILLING  PATTERN 


A pattern  Two  Shilling  piece  by  Morbuducci  was  struck  in  1927  for  Ire- 
land. The  obverse  has  a horse  on  its  hind  legs  to  the  right  and  the 
reverse  has  the  Irish  harp.  The  coin  is  almost  dollar  size,  with  a 
mi  lied  edge. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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TOPICALS  MAY  NOT  BE  WHAT  THEY  THEME 


C.  C.  Andrews , LCdr.  USN  (Ret.),  Boulder  City,  Nevada 

The  taste  of  the  sea,  off  and  on  for  thirty  years,  influenced  my  de- 
cision to  start  a topical  collection.  At  that  time  consideration  of 
scope,  availability  and  cost  were  not  of  first  importance.  Who  could 
argue  against  an  old  sailor  engaging  in  the  hobby  of  collecting  ship- 
coi ns? 

As  the  years  passed,  the  old  sailor  became  older,  and  very  conscious 
of  the  availability  and  cost  of  scarce/rare  foreign  coins.  Also,  he 
had  become  aware  that  there  were  numerous  ordinary  foreign  coins  which 
have  boats  in  their  designs.  The  old  sailor  and  collector  readily 
agreed  on  the  matter  of  expanding  the  scope  of  the  topical  collection 
from  "ship-coins"  to  "ship/boat-coins".  There  were  no  objections  to 
the  rule  change,  and  it  became  effective  immediately.  Actually,  ob- 
jections were  not  expected  - even  some  of  the  experts  have  difficulty 
agreeing  as  to  whether  a certain  vessel  should  be  called  a ship  or  a 
boat. 

The  old  sailor's  collecting  activities  increased  considerably.  It 
became  important  to  collect  ship/boat-coins  from  as  many  as  possible 
different  nations  or  political  entities,  both  past  and  present. 

During  the  course  of  completing  a set  (5)  of  the  1802  Batavian  ship- 
coins,  another  ship/boat-coin  was  encountered.  The  first  clue  to  its 
existence  was  found  in  the  list  of  "Mintmasters  and  Mintmarks"  contain- 
ed in  the  Netherlands  publication  The  Coins  of  the  Dutch  Overseas 
Territories  1601-1948,  by  C.  Scholten,  1953  Amsterdam.  Peter  Buysken 
is  listed  as  the  mintmaster  of  Enkhuizen,  West  Frisia  from  1761-1771 
and  Medemblik,  West  Frisia  from  1771-1781.  His  privy  mark  was  a 
herring-buss. 1 Doits  dated  1764-1773  and  half-doits  dated  1769-1770 
were  struck  at  these  mints  for  the  United  East  India  Company.  (The 
herring-buss  privy  mark  is  also  found  extensively  on  silver  coins 
produced  at  these  West  Frisian  mints  .) 


Fig.  1 illustrates  a 1765  West  Frisia  Doit  with  the  herring-buss  privy 
mark.  The  illustration  is  enlarged  to  show  better  detail.  The  piece 
is  struck  in  copper,  diameter  21.5mm,  weight  3.0456  gm. 
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Obverse:  Crowned  shield  of  West  Frisia  between  laurel  branches. 

The  denti cals  indicate  the  piece  was  struck  a little 
off  center. 

Reverse:  WEST /FRI /S I A/ 1765 , plus  a herring-buss  between  rosettes. 

There  is  no  indication  of  denti  cals  in  this  reverse 
design. 


Fig.  2 

Figure  2 is  enlarged  to  give  a better  view  of  the  privy  mark.  The 
piece  shows  relatively  even  wear.  The  herring-buss  certainly  appears 
to  be  a boat,  with  the  wind  to  her  stern.  As  such  it  would  fit  nicely 
into  the  "ship/boat-coin"  theme. 

The  old  sailor  and  the  collector  had  another  short  executive  meeting. 
It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  deviation  was  well  within  the 
allowed  tolerance,  and  that  the  maximum  allowable  deviation  would  not 
be  defined  at  that  time. 


1 - A "Haringbuis"  (herring-buss)  is  a fisherman's  ship  used  in  Hol- 
land, Zealand  and  Flanders.  The  first  of  the  type  dates  from 
1416.  Although  the  first  ships  were  also  used  for  transporting 
merchandise,  later  types  were  equipped  and  used  exclusively  for 
fishing.  The  typical  "buis"  was  around  20  meters  (about  66  feet) 
long  with  a full  length  deck.  A large  beam  ran  through  the  mid- 
dle of  the  ship.  It  served  for  hauling  nets  on  the  sides.  This 
is  why  there  is  a cavity  in  the  side  of  the  ship/mint-master  mark. 
The  last  "buis"  was  retired  in  1866.  (Information  furnished  by 
Peter  Kraneveld,  Dravei  1 , France,  on  request  of  the  editor.) 

********************************************************************* 


France's  "Marianne":  It  graces  many  French  coins  starting  with  the 

France  of  1897.  When  it  was  commissioned  it  replaced  the  neo-classic 
designs  of  the  Third  Republic.  Oscar  Roty  was  awarded  with  the  honor 
of  having  his  new  design  of  "Marianne",  the  Semuse  on  coins  until 
recent  years . 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln 3 Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

NO.  71  - JOHN  ANGELUS  COMNENUS  DUCAS 
(EMPEROR  1232-1243)  (DESPOT  1243-1244) 

When  the  blind  Theodore  returned  to  Thessalonica,  he  did  not  resume 
the  crown,  instead  he  crowned  his  son  John.  However,  John  displayed 
no  worthy  qualifications  for  the  position  of  Emperor  and  after  an  un- 
eventful reign  of  ten  years,  he  found  himself  forced  to  give  up  the 
title  of  Emperor  of  the  Romans  to  the  Nicaean  Emperor,  John  Vatatze. 
John  Angelus  was  allowed  to  take  the  title  of  Despot  and  to  retain 
the  sovereighty  of  the  city  of  Thessalonica.  He  died  the  following 
year  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Demetrius,  as  the  Despot  of 
Thessaloni ca . 

John  Ducas,  still  a youth  at  the  time  of  his  accession,  is  always  por- 
trayed as  beardless. 

In  a similar  fashion  to  his  father,  Theodore,  and  indeed  to  most  of 
his  nearer  relations,  John  apparently  used  only  the  surnames  "Comnenus" 
and  "Ducas"— not  "Angelus",  to  which  he  was  also  entitled. 

The  Coinage 


Bill.  Trachy  (Series  I) 

Type  A 

r 

Obv.  OA 
AH 

St.  Demetrius  nimbate,  seated  upon  throne  without  back. 

Rev.  IUJANNICAGC 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  Virgin  nimbate,  holding 
between  them  cross  within  circle,  surmounting  triangular  decoration  on 
long  shaft.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and  panelled 
loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  anexikakia  in  right  hand.  Virgin  wears 
tunic  and  maphorion. 


Type  A Type  B 


Type  B 

Obv.  q QgQ  Lys  in  field  to  either  side. 

Full-length  figure  of  St.  Theodore,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  short 
military  tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  spear,  and  in 
left,  shield. 
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Rev.  I'D 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  beardless,  nimbate 
military  saint  (Demetrius?).  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar- 
piece,  and  panelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum- 
headed scepter,  and  in  left,  anexikakia.  Saint  wears  short  military  tunic, 
breastplate,  and  sagion ; holds  sword,  point  resting  on  ground,  in  left  hand. 

Type  C 

Obv.  MT  (5V  in  field. 

Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion,  seated  upon  throne  with- 
out back;  holds  beardless,  nimbate  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 

Rev.  IWANNIC 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  short  military  tunic  (breast- 
plate?), and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum  on  long  shaft,  and  in 
left,  globus  cruciger. 


Type  C Type  D 


Type  D 

Obv.  ^ in  field. 

Bust  of  Christ,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion;  holds 
scroll  in  left  hand. 

Rev.  •IU!ANICA€CnO  OAHOCAIMIT 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Demetrius,  beardless 
and  nimbate,  holding  between  them  patriarchal  cross.  Emperor  wears 
stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type. 
Saint  wears  tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion. 

Type  E 

© 0) 

Obv.  ©€  P 
tUA  y 

Half-length  figure  of  St.  Theodore,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic, 
breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  sword,  resting  over  shoul- 
der, and  in  left,  sheath(?). 

Rev.  HHAeCnO  ©AHMHT 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left  and  of  St.  Demetrius,  beardless 
and  nimbate,  holding  between  them  large  cross  within  circle,  surmount- 
ing triangular  decoration  on  long  shaft.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  diviti- 
sion, collar-piece,  and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type.  Saint  wears  tunic, 
(breastplate?),  and  sagion.  Emperor  holds  shaft  with  left  hand,  the  Saint 
with  both  hands. 
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I 


Series  II 
Type  F 


I 


Sill.  Trachv 


Type  F 
Obv.  © 


Type  E 

( Seri es 


m 


A 

l-M 


Half-length  figure  of  St.  Demetrius,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing 
tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  sword,  resting  over 
shoulder,  ami  in  left,  sheath. 

Rev.  1UJ.  A 


Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Virgin  nimbate. 
Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and  panelled  loros  of 
simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum  on  long  shaft,  and  in  left, 
anexikakia.  Virgin  wears  tunic  and  maphorion. 


Type  G 
Obv. 

Eagle  with  wings  outstretched,  head  turned  to  left. 

Rev.  !0»A  ©AIM 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Demetrius,  beardless 
and  nimbate,  holding  between  them  patriarchal  cross-crosslet  on  long 
shaft,  at  base  of  which,  three  steps.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision, 
collar-piece,  and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type.  Saint  wears  tunic, 
breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  spear  in  left  hand. 


Type  G 


Type  H 


Type  H 

Obv.  © A\  , 

St.  Demetrius,  beardless  and  nimbate,  seated  upon  throne  without  back , 

wears  tunic  (breastplate?),  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  sword,  and 
in  left,  sheath,  held  horizontally  across  knees.  Lys  above  cushions  of 
throne,  to  either  side. 

Rev.  1UJA  ecn  .... 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  panelled 

loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion ; holds  in  right  hand  scepter  cruciger, 
and  in  left,  globus  cruciger. 
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Type  I 


Type  1 
Obv.  m 

Half-length  figure  of  Archangel  Michael  nimbate,  wearing  divitision, 
loros,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  sword,  resting  over  shoulder,  and 
in  left,  globus  cruciger. 

Rev.  lWANNIC  A€CnOTHC 

Emperor  seated  upon  throne  without  back.  Wears  stemma,  divitision, 
collar-piece,  and  panelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand 
scepter  cruciger,  and  in  left,  anexikakia. 


AE  HALF-TETARTERON 


Obv. 


+IUJA 

KOMNH 

NOCOAO 

VKAC 


Rev.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Cross  potent  on  three  steps. 


BILL,  or  AE  TRACHY  (Series  III  csmall  module:) 


Type  A 
Obv. 

Rev. 

Type  D 
Obv . 

Rev. 


As  billon  trachy  type  A (Series  I),  but  small  module. 


As  billon  trachy  type  B (Series  I), 


but  small  module 


Type  C 

Obv.  \ Var.  A As  billon  trachy  type  E (Series  1),  but  small  module. 
Rev.  ( Var.  B As  above,  but  full-length  figures  on  reverse. 
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Type  D 
Obv. 

Rev. 


As  billon  trachy  type  F (Series  II),  but  small  module. 


Type  D 


( Type  E,  vev . ) 


Type  E 
Obv. 


Rev. 


As  billon  trachy  type  G (Series  II), 


but  small  module. 


Type  F 
Obv. 

Head  of  cherub,  nimbate,  with  four  wings. 

Rev.  1UJ  OAI~ 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  beardless,  nimbate  saint 
(Demetrius?)  in  military  dress,  holding  between  them  cross,  surmounted 
by  globule,  on  long  shaft.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type.  Saint  wears  short  military  tunic, 
breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  sword,  resting  over  shoulder,  in  left  hand. 


Type  F 


Type  G 


Type  G 

Obv. 


1C 

Nl 


XC 

KA 


Patriarchal  cross,  radiate,  on  step. 

Rev. 

Full-length  figure  of  beardless  emperor  on  left,  and  of  beardless,  nimbate 
saint  (Demetrius?)  in  military  dress,  holding  between  them  castle  with  two 
towers.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros  of  simplified 
type,  and  sagion.  Saint  wears  short  military  tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion. 


Type  H 

Obv.  bVP  ©V  in  field. 

Virgin  seated  upon  throne  without  back. 

Rev.  AecriOT  1UJANNIC 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  scepter,  and 
in  left,  anexikakia.  Manus  Dei  in  upper  right  field. 
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Type  H (Rev.)  Type  I 


Type  I 
Obv. 

As  rev.,  incuse. 

Rev. 

Full-length  figure  of  beardless  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and 
chlamys;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  globus 
cruciger. 

Type  J 
Obv. 

Cross,  radiate,  decorated  with  pellets. 

Rev.  A€ 

Full-length  figure  of  beardless  emperor  wearing  stemma,  short  military 
tunic  (breastplate?),  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  sword,  resting  over 
shoulder,  and  in  left,  castle  with  three  towers. 


Type  J Type  K 


Type  K 
Obv. 

Outstretched  wing. 

Rev.  IUJA  in  left  field. 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and  jewelled 
loros  of  traditional  type;  holds  in  right  hand  large  standard  decorated 
with  two  crosses-within-circle,  and  in  left,  cross  on  long  shaft. 

Type  L 
Obv. 

Large  letter  B. 

Rev.  IUJA  in  left  field. 

As  preceding  type. 

Type  M 
Obv. 

Large  letter  B on  left,  and  standard  decorated  with  two  crosses-within- 
circle  on  right. 

Rev.  kt?  0V  in  field. 

Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion,  seated  upon  throne  with- 
out back;  holds  beardless,  nimbate  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 


172 


Obv. 

As  rev.,  incuse. 


Rev.  (I UJ?) 

Half-length  figure  of  beardless  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  col- 
lar-piece, and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand 
labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  anexikakia. 

Type  0 _ 

rw,  hH3  ©V  • |i 
Obv.  ^ ^ m field. 

Bust  of  Virgin  nimbate,  orans,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion. 

Rev.  I UJ  in  upper  right  field. 

Full-length  figure  of  winged  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  col- 
lar-piece, and  panelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand 
labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  anexikakia. 


Type  0 Type  P 

Type  P 
Obv. 

Obscure. 

Rev. 

Winged,  beardless,  imperial  bust  surmounting  the  towered  walls  of  a city. 


Type  Q 
0bv ■ 

Rev.  in  field. 

Full-length  figure  of  Virgin  nimbate,  orans,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion. 
********************************************************************* 
CONVERTING  A.H.  DATES  TO  A.D.  DATES 

To  find  the  AD  date,  subtract  3%  from  the  original  AH  number  (or 
x 0.97),  then  add  622.  e.g.  132  AH  = 750  AD 

(132  -3.96  +622  = 750) 

(Submitted  by  Ron  Herneshen) 
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BOOK  NEWS  81  REVIEWS 


LOS  DENARIOS  ROMARIOS  ANTERIORES  A J.C.  y su  Nuevo  Metodo  de  Clasi- 
ficacion  [Trans:  THE  ROMAN  DENARII  BEFORE  J.C.  and  its  new  method  of 
classification ] (2nd  edition  corrected  and  augmented ) . By  X.  and  F.  Calico. 
Clothbound,  12  x 22  cm.,  452  glossy  pages,  816  coins  photographed,  LXXVI  plates 
of  coin  drawings.  More  than  1430  coins  described.  Available  from  ASOCIACION 
NUMISMATICA  ESPANOLA,  Gran  Via  de  les  Corts  Catalanes,  627  Barcelona 
10,  SPAIN.  Price  is  6000  Pesetas. 

The  Second  edition  of  this  work  is  bigger  and  more  detailed  than  the  previous  edition. 
All  items  are  newly  repriced. 

Contents: 

1.  Anonymous  Denarii. 

2.  Denarii  with  family  names  (to  include  issues  of  Pompey,  Julius  Caesar,  Brutus, 
Cassius,  Mark  Anthony,  and  Augustus  to  the  Christian  era). 

3.  The  Social  War. 

The  work  is  divided  into  two  well  defined  parts; 

The  first  part,  properly  called  a catalogue,  is  grouped  by  Denarii  issued  by  certain 
families,  ordered  alphabetically  and  chronologically,  to  include  mint,  date,  commentary 
on  the  minter,  an  orientative  price  and  an  extensive  bibliography. 

The  second  part  aids  in  the  rapid  identification  and  after  the  fact  classification.  It  groups 
Denarii  by  type  of  reverse,  such  as,  chariot,  horseman,  building,  etc.  This  allows  a 
person  without  a numismatic  background  to  find  pieces  and  is  also  useful  for  those  of  us 
who  don't  remember  everything.  For  example,  one  could  forget  that  the  monogram  of 
TAL  refers  to  the  Juventia  family  or  that  "T.Q."  the  Quinctia  gens  and  a glance  at  the 
proper  section  will  allow  one  to  find  the  solution  quickly. 

Translated  by  Dale  Seppafrom  a promotional  brochure  provided  by  Terris  Howard  of 
Spanish  Coins  Research,  Inc. 

♦j* 

The  Paper  Money  of  France,  The  19  th  Century  (Volume  A)  and  The  Paper  Money  of 
France,  The  20th  Century  (Volume  B).  By  Claude  Fayette.  Volume  A consists  of 
205  pages  with  approximately  70  full-color  illustrations.  Volume  B includes  ap- 
proximately 140  color  photographs  in  315  pages.  Both  books  are  hardbound  with 
color  notes  on  the  covers  and  use  high  quality  glossy  paper  throughout.  Available 
from  BNR  Press,  132  East  Second  Street,  Port  Clinton,  Ohio  43452-1115.  Prices 
are  $75.00  (Volume  A)  and  $95.00  (Volume  B)  respectively. 

The  definitive  and  monumental  catalogue  of  Bank  of  France  paper  money  by  the  number 
one  authority  and  collector  in  France  has  been  released  and  is  now  being  distributed  in 
the  United  States. 
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Collectors  cannot  help  but  love  these  books.  The  illustrations  are  in  beautiful  color 
throughout  both  volumes.  This  is  true  for  most  of  the  backs  as  well  as  for  all  of  the  faces 
of  the  notes  in  question.  This  is  particularly  appropriate  for  a book  on  the  Bank  of  France 
which  has  a world-wide  reputation  for  spectacular  and  innovative  use  of  color  on  its 
paper  money. 

Of  course,  the  notes  which  are  illustrated  are  in  outstanding  condition.  Many  of  those 
from  the  19th  century  are  from  the  Bank  of  France's  collection.  Here  is  an  opportunity 
to  examine  in  full  color  notes  which  most  collectors  will  never  have  the  opportunity  to 
see! 

In  addition  to  the  beauty  of  the  notes  and  the  printing,  the  books  include  many  features 
which  collectors  will  appreciate.  The  Bank  of  France  prints  the  actual  date  of  manufac- 
ture for  many  of  its  issues  right  on  the  notes.  This  means  that  for  most  issues  many 
different  dates  exist.  These  dates  have  been  the  subject  of  mystery,  speculation,  and 
interest  for  many  years.  Until  Fayette  began  publishing  his  work  on  dates,  very  few 
collectors  knew  that  some  of  the  dates  are  rare  and  even  fewer  knew  which  ones! 

The  author  has  combed  the  records  of  the  Bank  of  France  and  compared  the  results  with 
his  records  from  years  of  collecting.  These  books  include  this  important  information. 
More  than  32,000  dates  are  listed!  Of  course,  the  various  issues  are  priced  in  several 
conditions  according  to  these  dates!  This  feature  alone  will  make  the  books  invaluable 
for  any  serious  collector. 

For  example,  the  5000  francs  note  of  1942  through  1947  with  the  vignette  of  the  "French 
Union"  is  very  famous  because  of  its  beauty.  It  is  also  a common  note.  However,  of  the 
63  different  dates,  the  two  dates  in  1944  (April  27th  and  September  28th)  are  three  times 
as  valuable  as  the  later  dates  and  almost  twice  as  expensive  as  the  earlier  dates.  This  fact 
is  readily  apparent  by  the  prices  given  but  is  elaborated  upon  in  the  notes  included  with 
the  listings. 

Another  interesting  inclusion  is  a listing  of  the  notes  in  specimen  form  along  with  the 
respective  regular  issue.  This  is  an  important  and  innovative  new  feature. 

The  books  are  printed  exclusively  in  French  but  can  be  easily  understood  by  collectors. 
The  writer  of  this  review  has  not  had  any  training  in  French  but  found  the  book  easy  to 
use.  Of  course,  the  introductory  material  is  more  difficult  to  appreciate  without  a 
working  knowledge  of  French  and  it  looks  interesting! 

The  preface  to  volume  A is  by  D.  Ferman  who  is  a former  governor  of  the  Bank  of 
France.  The  preface  to  volume  B is  by  Andre  Charriau,  the  General  Cassier  of  the  Bank 
of  France. 

The  North  American  distributor  of  the  books  is  considering  producing  an  English 
translation  of  the  forematter  and  would  be  happy  to  hear  from  collectors  who  would  be 
interested  in  this  or  who  might  be  able  to  do  the  translation! 

Reviewed  by  Fred  Schwan. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Edward  J.  Moschetti,  P.  0.  Box  4094,  Pittsburg,  PA  15201:  WANTED: 

China  "Lunar  Year'1  gold  and  silver  coins  in  proof  condition  with  case 
and  certificate  of  issue.  Please  send  your  list  of  offers  and  prices 
requested. 

Reinhold  Jordon,  Frei tagstrasse  32,  D-872  Schweinfurt,  Germany: 

I'm  preparing  a publication  devoted  to  medals  honoring  Leif  Eriksson 
and  his  discovering  of  North  America  about  500  years  before  Columbus. 

I would  be  grateful  for  every  hint  concerning  items  not  listed  in 
Rulau's  book  Discovering  America , the  Coin  Collecting  Connection . 

William  Snyder,  P.  0.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  Is  anyone  con- 

tinuing to  research  unlisted  French  crowns?  If  so,  I have  an  1731  Ecu 
from  the  Besancon  mint.  If  further  details  are  desired,  write  to  me. 

Frank  Novak,  P.  0.  Box  A3911,  Chicago,  IL  60690:  Many  thanks  to  those 

who  responded  to  my  recent  notice  concerning  Papal  coins.  Further 
offers  of  these  coins  are  welcome  from  collectors  and  dealers. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  0.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH  45258:  Bri ti sh  Coi ns 

Wanted  - All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  or  Better.  All  sil- 
ver coins  1660-1760  VF  or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  better. 

Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins.  Please  send  or  write. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  South 

Vietnam  coinage  is  a ripoff.  I only  know  of  five  Vietnamese  who 
collect  them.  Are  there  more  than  ten  collectors  in  the  whole  world? 

I have  done  up  a Good  Morning  Vietnam  Rose  story  on  South  Vietnam. 

You  can  check  it  out  of  the  NI  or  ANA  Library. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items 

for  attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990 
issue  for  new  rules  regarding  items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before 
sending  items. 

********************************************************************** 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"In  the  Greek  homeland  a silver  standard  was  preferred;  and  the  bronze 
coins  used  for  smaller  denominations  had  values  fixed  in  terms  of  sil- 
ver. One  guarantee  for  the  purity  of  the  metal  in  the  coinage  and  of 
the  accuracy  of  its  weight  was  the  competition  between  trade  rivals  in 
its  production.  Nonetheless  in  this  early  period  we  are  told  of  the 
serious  fraud  in  this  field  perpetrated  by  Polycrates,  tyrant  of  Samos, 
who  paid  the  Spartans  in  counterfeit  coins  made  of  gilded  lead." 

Taken  from  p.  138,  History  of  Man- 
kind Volume  2 The  Ancient  World, 
by  Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Luciano  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 

& Row,  Publishers  1965). 
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